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[C] He said, “They were valid [for that purpose alone, but for no 
other].” 


R. Abbahu in the name of R. Yohanan: “This is how the Mishnah is to 
be read: ‘Ani waho, save us we pray! Ani waho, save us we pray 
[two times?’ [M. 4:3E].” 


Said R. Abbahu, “‘Stir up thy might and come to save us’ (Ps. 80:2) [is 
what R. Eliezer means to say, M. 4:3/1, that is], “To you be all praise.’” 


R. Ba Saronegayyah interpreted, ““And the Lord will give victory to 
the tents of Judah first, [that the glory of the house of David and the 
glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem may not be exalted over that of 
Judah?’ (Zech. 12:7). It is written, “And give victory.’” 


R. Zakkai interpreted, “‘[Writhe and grown, O daughter of Zion, like a 
woman in travail;] for now you shall go forth from the city and dwell 
in the open country; [you shall go to Babylon. There you shall be 
rescued, there the Lord will redeem you from the hand of your 
enemies]’ (Micah 4:10), ‘My presence will be in the field.’” 


Hananiah, son of the brother of R. Joshua says, “ʻI am the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage’ (Ex. 20:2). Itis written, “You were taken out [too], [that is, 
God also was in bondage but was taken out].” 


[D] R. Berekhiah, R. Jeremiah in the name of R. Hiyya bar Ba: “Levi 
bar Sisi interpreted in Nehardea as follows: “And they saw the God 
of Israel; and there was under his feet as it were a pavement of 
sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness’ (Ex. 24:10). 


[E] “That applies before they were redeemed. But after they were 
redeemed, the brickwork was placed where the brick was generally 
kept. [That is, before Israel was redeemed, God had brickwork 
under his feet. He suffered along with Israel. After the redemption 
the brickwork was cast away.]” 


[F] Said R. Berekhiah, “It is not written here, ‘A brickwork of 
sapphire,’ but, “The like of a brickwork,’ indicating that both it 
and all the implements required for it were given; it and the 
basket and the trowel pertaining to it were given.” 


[G] Said R. Meyashah, “In regard to Babylonia it is written, “And 
above the firmament over their heads there was the likeness of 
a throne, in appearance like sapphire] and seated above the 
likeness of a throne was a likeness as it were of a human 
form’ (Ezek. 1:26). 


